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Heritage Sub Committee Meeting 

 

Date:  

Time:  

Location:  

Monday, July 21, 2025 

6:00 pm 

L.R. Wilson Heritage Research Archives 

286 King St, Port Colborne, ON L3K 4H2 

 

Members Present: Cheryl MacMillan 

 Jeffrey Piniak 

 Gary Hoyle 

 Joseph (Luke) Brazeau 

 Bonnie Schneider 

Mike Hili, Museum Board 

  

Others Present: Mark Bagu, Councillor 

Mickey Main, resident 

Cathy Tally, resident 

  

Staff Present: Diana Vasu, Planner 

 Michelle Vosburgh, Archivist 

Erik Acs, Chief Planner 

  

 

1. Call to Order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at approximately 5:59 p.m.  

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

Moved By Gary Hoyle 

Seconded By Bonnie Schneider 

That the Heritage Subcommittee agenda dated July 21, 2025, be approved as 

amended. 

Carried 

3. Disclosures of Interest 

3.1 Eric Beauregard - 293 King Street (Shickluna Garage) Heritage Permit 

Review 
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I, Eric Beauregard, declare an indirect pecuniary interest as my employer 

is an agent of the Applicant. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

4.1 June 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes 

Moved By Jeffrey Piniak 

Seconded By Cheryl MacMillan 

That the June 16, 2025, Heritage Subcommittee minutes be approved as 

presented. 

Carried 

5. Staff Updates 

5.1 73 Main Street East (Dairy Queen) 

The Planner stated that, after staff direction was provided at the June 16, 

2025, Heritage meeting for staff to reach out to the property owner to 

discuss heritage designation, Planning staff tried to contact the property 

owner via email but heard no response.  

Member Hili added that he had recently spoken to the owner about the 

benefits of heritage designation and encouraged them to speak with 

Planning staff to learn more.  

5.2 August Meeting Schedule 

The Planner stated that a Special Heritage Meeting has been scheduled 

for Friday, August 8, 2025, from 4:00-5:00 p.m., in Committee Room 3 at 

City Hall; that this will be the only Heritage Meeting in August; and that the 

regular Heritage Meeting schedule will resume in September.  

6. Order of Business 

6.1 293 King Street (Shickluna Garage) Heritage Permit Review 

Eric Beauregard declared a conflict on this item. (I, Eric Beauregard, 

declare an indirect pecuniary interest as my employer is an agent of the 

Applicant.) 

The Chair provided a brief summary of the discussion on this Heritage 

Permit application at the June 16, 2025, Heritage meeting.  

The Archivist provided a presentation on the history of the Shickluna 

Garage at 293 King Street. 
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The Chair asked what changes had already occurred to the building.  

The Chief Planner stated that the original roof has been removed and that 

it is unlikely any interior features are still intact, but that a qualified 

Heritage Professional was circulated on the application materials and 

approved of the proposed solution.  

The Chair noted that he hoped the Committee would have more input 

ahead of time for future Heritage Permit applications. 

6.2 76 Main Street West (Former Humberstone Township Hall) Daycare 

Centre - Preliminary Discussion 

The Archivist provided a presentation on the history of the old 

Humberstone Township Hall.  

The Chair asked what heritage features remain. 

The Archivist noted that the cedar shake roofing might still be under the 

existing roofing.  

The Chair asked if the addition would be at the back of the property, which 

the Chief Planner confirmed was the plan as of that meeting.  

The Archivist stated that the existing addition was designed to compliment 

the main part of the building.  

Member Schneider asked if the existing addition would be removed. 

The Planner stated it was possible as no drawings were prepared yet, but 

if the Committee was interested in preserving the addition, this was the 

time to identify that.  

Member Hili compared the 1974 addition that was demolished with the 

existing addition, noting that he preferred the design of the addition that 

still stands, then requested that the windows and stonework on the 

exterior of the proposed addition be designed to compliment the windows 

and stonework on the original building and the existing addition. 

The Chair asked that the roofing be designed to match the original 

building and existing addition. 

The Archivist suggested the door on the southwestern wall of the addition 

should be a transitional doorway to connect the existing building to the 

proposed addition.  
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Member Hoyle noted he would like to see old materials be salvaged or 

reused; for example, if the back door of the addition needs to be widened 

to accommodate the proposed addition, he would like the stones on the 

exterior to be reused.  

Member Schneider expressed concern about the safety of the 

parking/drop-off area since the new addition is proposed to be built 

towards the parking lot, noting that she would appreciate seeing safety 

measures (i.e. proposed crosswalks, signage, etc.) shown on the 

drawings.  

The Chief Planner stated that he is curious where the outside play area is 

proposed and how the landscaping will look.  

The Planner highlighted that all the comments made as part of this 

discussion would be forwarded to the team leading the design for their 

consideration.  

7. New Business 

7.1 Sugarloaf Street Historical Research Presentation 

Mickey Main provided a presentation on her research into the 

neighbourhood around Sugarloaf Street. 

The Chief Planner encouraged the presenter to provide their comments on 

the new Official Plan when public engagement sessions are announced.  

Moved By Cheryl MacMillan 

Seconded By Gary Hoyle 

That the presentation on the history of Sugarloaf Street be received for 

information.  

Carried 

8. Adjournment 

The Chair adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:34 p.m. 

 

 

   

Chair  Staff Liaison 
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Heritage Research Report - 63 Welland St.  

PW [Public Works] Survey 5, NP 843, Lot 5, East Side of Welland St. 
 

Prepared by Wilson Archives staff for the Port Colborne Heritage Sub-Committee 

31 July 2025 

 

Architectural Features:  

The dwelling which stands at 63 Welland St. was likely built between 1901 and 1903 for 

Albert Beck and his family. It is a simple two-storey frame structure with clapboard siding and 

irregularly placed windows. On the 1914 Fire Insurance Plan—the earliest which included that 

portion of the village—the house is shown as a one-and-a-half-storey structure, but by 1925 it is 

shown as two-storey. (See Appendix #4) This may be due to a discrepancy between insurance risk 

surveyors. However, it is also possible that the house was expanded to create a full second storey 

sometime during the intervening years between the two plans. The window placement on the 

second storey of the front and north façades is lower than in the gable end on the south façade, 

which may indicate that the roof was raised at some point to provide a full second storey. Without 

access to the framing and structure, it is impossible to know. The original footprint formed an L-

shape, which was common in mid-late Victorian period, but at some time after the 1960s, a small, 

one-storey addition was built on the south side at the back, giving the house a rectangular 

footprint. (See Appendix #4 and Appendix #5)  

 

History: 

 PW [Public Works] 5, or Plan 843, the survey plan which had subdivided this area into 

small (¼ acre) lots was carried out by the County of Welland after it acquired the land in 1854. On 

May 1st, 1863, William Manley purchased Lot 5 east side of Welland St., noted as a “Cottage Lot,” 

from the Corporation of the County of Welland for $360. (See Appendix #1) “Cottage” in this 

instance is used in the British sense, in which it refers to a small house or labourer’s house, rather 

than a recreational or holiday house. By referring to it as a cottage lot, the County was 

acknowledging the lot’s relatively small size, and the intention that this lot, and others in the 

survey plan be used for working-class housing; it does not mean there was a dwelling on it in 

1863. The County held the mortgage for Manley, also for $360. Manley appears to have defaulted 

on the mortgage and in 1874 the County sold the property under power of sale to Jacob Richards 

for $150. Two years later, in 1876, Richards sold the property to Robert McClelland (listed on the 

1881 census as a farmer) for $600, together with Lot 5, west side of Fares St. (See paragraph 

below.) There is a discrepancy between the abstracts and the 1879 village of Port Colborne 
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Assessment Roll, which indicates that Hugh [?]Kanada1 was the property owner. (See Appendix 

#2) This discrepancy on the assessment roll for 1879 was likely because the assessor mistakenly 

identified Hugh [?]Kanada as the owner, instead of as a tenant. 

The history of the lot on which 63 Welland St. stands was connected for about 30 years 

with that of the lot directly east of it. During the period from 1874 to 1903, Lot 5 east side of 

Welland St. was owned together with Lot 5 west side of Fares St. creating a piece of property 

which totalled a half acre in size and extended from Welland St. through to Fares St.2 (See 

Appendix #3) This would provide space for livestock such as a cow, pig, and/ or poultry, and a 

vegetable garden, all immensely important to meeting the needs of a working-class family, and, 

indeed, the 1879 Assessment shows 2 hogs being raised on the lots. The extant Assessment Rolls 

from 1879 and 1897 both indicate the lot on Fares St. was worth considerably more than the lot 

on Welland St. For example, in 1879, Lot 5, west side of Fares was assessed at $350, compared to 

Lot 5, east side of Welland St. which was valued at $100. (See Appendix #2) This would suggest 

that a dwelling was located on the Fares St. lot, and fronting on to Fares St., not on the Welland 

St. lot.3 This arrangement makes sense, since, as shown on the 1876 Page’s Atlas map of the 

village of Port Colborne, while the lots had been surveyed along the east side of what will become 

Welland St., the roadway itself was not yet a regular street, and would not be until later in the 

century. (See Appendix #3) 

According to the property abstracts, Robert McClelland sold both lots to Jacob Beck for 

$400 in 1901, though the 1897 Assessment Roll already lists Beck as being the owner.4 The Beck 

family had probably already been living on the lots for at least twenty years in the house on Fares 

St. as tenants, as suggested by the evidence in the 1881 census. In 1903, Jacob Beck sold Lot 5, 

 
1 Don Anger, in his book, A-Z Documentary History of Port Colborne, has transcribed “Kanada” as 

Kennedy, but gives no explanation for this interpretation of the handwriting on the 
Assessment Roll. The Assessment Roll is the only source for Kanada being on the lot. 

2 According to the property abstract for Lot 5, west side of Fares St., Jacob Richards acquired Lot 
5, west side of Fares St. in 1871 for $150.00, and then acquired Lot 5, east side of Welland 
St. in 1874. Richards then sold both Lot 5, east side of Welland St. and Lot 5, west side of 
Fares St. for $600 to McClelland on 30 Sept 1876. 

3 It is likely that either the home at 118 or 120 Fares St. was the original house on the shared 
lots, and probably dates to the 1870s. 

4 Given the apparent reduction in the value of the lots from 1876 to 1901, from $600 to $400, 
along with Beck’s appearance on the 1897 Assessment Roll as owner, it is quite plausible 
that McClelland and Beck had an arrangement whereby Beck was paying for the lots in 
instalments, as well as paying the property taxes, and by the time the sale was registered in 
1901, the remaining payment owing to McClelland was just $400. This means of purchasing 
property was not uncommon as private agreements between individuals, moreover, these 
sorts of agreements were not always registered on the property, often to avoid paying the 
registration fees. 

7



Heritage Research Report 63 Welland St. p. 3 

 

east side of Welland St., to Albert Beck, his second-eldest son, for $100. It is likely the house at 

63 Welland St. was built around that time for Albert Beck and his family. 

The Beck family had immigrated to Canada from the United States about 1878-9. Jacob 

Beck was listed as a teamster in the 1881 census, but by the time of the 1891 census, Jacob Beck 

was employed as a brewer, probably working at the Cronmiller and White brewery just a short 

walk away from the property. In the 1901 census, Jacob was still employed as a brewer and his 

son, Albert Beck, worked as a labourer. The Beck family retained ownership of the house at 63 

Welland St. until 1956.  

 

Architectural and Historical Significance: 

 This building is a good example of the simple houses constructed to provide homes for 

the working class. It has a simple plan and façade, and the irregular placement of the windows is 

typical of designs which prioritised practicality and affordability. The windows and exterior doors 

have been replaced, although most of the windows, with the exception of a “picture window” on 

the front façade and a small window on the north side of the second floor, appear to be their 

original size and in their original locations. The house, while not architecturally impressive, 

nonetheless represents a crucial part of Port Colborne’s history as an industrial centre, shaped by 

the canal and the industries which it supported. The location of the home, and its place in PW 

[Public Works] Plan 5, now Plan 843, further adds to its significance in early local planning by 

government. In creating the “cottage lots” in Plan 843, the local county government in the mid-

nineteenth century clearly recognized that provision for affordable, working-class housing was an 

important part of Port Colborne’s future long before urban planning was a regular part of 

municipal government in Ontario. The thousands of workers and working-class families who lived 

and worked in Port Colborne over the last two centuries represent a crucial part of the history of 

the community, one which is often overlooked.  
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Appendix #1:  

Property Abstracts for Lot 5 East Side Welland St. 
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Appendix #2:  

1879 Assessment Roll for Village of Port Colborne 
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Appendix #3 

Excerpt from 1876 Page’s Atlas map of village of Port Colborne 
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Appendix #4:  

Fire Insurance Plans 

1914 
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Fire Insurance Plan 1925 
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Appendix #5: Air Photos 

1960s 

 

 

2020s 
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