
 
 

City of Port Colborne
Special Meeting of Council Addendum

 
Date: Tuesday, December 3, 2024
Time: 6:30 pm
Location: Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall

66 Charlotte Street, Port Colborne
Pages

5. Staff Reports

5.1 Port Colborne Hospital Update, 2024-225

a. Delegations

*a. Alexander Fazzari - 626 Stanley Street 1

*b. Angie Desmarais - 270 Davis Street 3

*c. Barbara Butters - 1152 Weaver Road

*d. Melissa Bigford - 173 Chippawa Road

*e. Brian Lofthouse - 450 Northland Avenue 4

*f. Anna Maria Crognale - 630 Stanley Street

*g. Larry Rosnuk - 62 Fraser Street 5



Presentation to the City of Port Colborne 
December 3rd, 2024 

 1/2 

Thank you, Mayor Steele for the invite to come here today. 
 
Hello Council. My name is Alexander Fazzari. I am joined today by Harry Hamilton, President of 
the Port Colborne Legion.  
 
I come representing the Port Colborne Legion as the Second Vice President, as a veteran’s 
advocate, as a business owner in Port Colborne, as a farmer in Port Colborne, as a youth in Port 
Colborne, as a land owner in Port Colborne, and as a life-long resident of Port Colborne. 
 
I have come today with a simple message. A clear message. 
 
DO. NOT. SELL. OUR. HOSPITAL. 
 
Lease it. 
 
Selling this facility is short sighted and NOT to the benefit of Port Colborne residents. The City 
can make far more over the life of the building by leasing it. Further, leasing it allows for a 24/7 
urgent care facility to be re-established under a new provincial government. 
 
Selling this facility will seal our fate. 
 
I would like to remind this council that the NHS answers to us the people. Not the other way 
around. Their mandate can change at any time. 
 
DO NOT SELL OUR HOSPITAL. Lease it to ensure Port Colborne’s residents, your friends, family, 
neighbours, and community, will have access to healthcare. 
 
Further, if this hospital is to be sold, the Veterans’ and residents of this great city require a full 
forensic audit, beyond the scope of provincial guidelines and a municipal audit, to detail 100% 
of all the proceeds and expenditures of the sale via an in-depth forensic audit detailing every 
expenditure, line-by-line, with receipts. Including perceived and real conflicts of interest. We do 
NOT want to see any politician or municipal and regional staff member gain any benefit 
whatsoever, perceived or real, including their friends, from the sale of the hospital. It would be 
disappointing and potentially illegal for a friend, family member, business partner, or business 
interest of politicians and staff to have any benefit from the sale, including gaining space in the 
hospital for private commercial gain, as the entire Port Colborne community will not be 
benefiting from it in any capacity. 
 
Moreover, selling the hospital to give all the proceeds to the Region for a hospital in Niagara 
Falls is not in the best interest of our veterans here in Port Colborne and our wonderful 
community. 
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As a child living in Port Colborne, I suffered an asthma attack, and was incapable of breathing 
properly. I was rushed to the Port Colborne hospital. Within 5 minutes of my inability to 
breathe, I was saved by the wonderful staff at the hospital. I would not be here to give a 
presentation to you now if it was not for this hospital. 
 
My Nonno, an immigrant and first generation of my family to live in Port Colborne, almost died 
from an industrial accident in Port Colborne. Our hospital saved his life. And many more of your 
friends, family, and neighbour’s lives. 
 
The proximity of the hospital was a key factor for saving us both.  
 
Correct me if I am wrong, but there are plans to expand the number of dwellings by 4,000 in 
the next 5 to 10 years. Our population is about to explode. Including more industry moving to 
Port Colborne. 
 
Our Branch fundraised and paid for equipment for the Port Colborne Hospital. The money 
raised were from us, the people and residents of this great City of Port Colborne. 
 
It is nothing short of foolish to sell this facility. 
 
You, our Council, were elected to represent us: the people of Port Colborne. We the people do 
NOT want our hospital closed or sold.  
 
I urge this Council to do what’s right. 
 
Do what you have always done and what we know you will do: Support your community. You 
were elected by us, the people, to make the best decisions for this city. For us alive now, and 
those that will be here in the future. 
 
DO NOT SELL OUR HOSPITAL. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
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Mr. Mayor, Members of Council, city staff, NHS representatives and members of 

the public, 

My name is Angie Desmarais and I am a Port Colborne resident at 270 Davis St. I 

am here tonight to formally request the deferment of all matters having to do with 

changes to the Port Colborne Hospital site and Partnering for the Future of 

Healthcare in South Niagara scheduled for discussion on Tuesday, December 3rd, 

2024. 

I believe that there is a decided lack of public opinion on this matter, particularly 

concerning the future of our healthcare services. Given its importance, I feel that 

additional time for public engagement and input would be beneficial. Here are the 

suggested steps for effective public engagement: 

1. Public Forums and Town Hall Meetings: Organize multiple sessions at 

various times and locations to ensure accessibility for all community 

members. 

2. Surveys and Questionnaires: Distribute both online and paper surveys to 

gather diverse opinions and concerns. 

3. Focus Groups: Conduct focus groups with representatives from different 

demographics, including seniors, parents, healthcare professionals, and other 

stakeholders. 

4. Community Outreach Programs: Utilize local organizations and media to 

inform the community about the engagement opportunities and encourage 

participation. 

5. Online Platforms: Create an interactive website or social media page where 

residents can leave comments, ask questions, and engage in discussions. 

By deferring the matter, we can ensure that comprehensive community 

involvement is achieved, allowing all perspectives to be considered before making 

any decisions. This allows for councillors to make a truly informed decision. 

Thank you for considering my request. I appreciate your time and dedication to our 

community. 
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