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Subject: Noise Variance Request 175 King Street, The Belmont Bar 

and Grill 

To:  Council 

From: Community Safety & Enforcement Department 

Report Number: 2022-137 

Meeting Date: June 14, 2022 

Recommendation: 

That Community Safety & Enforcement Department Report 2022-137 be received; and 

That Community Safety and Enforcement Services recommend the Council grant a 
temporary permit to exempt the Belmont Bar and Grill from Section 4(3) of By-law 
4588/119/04 with the following terms and conditions: 
 

That the temporary noise variance be approved for the period starting Friday, June 
17th to Friday, September 2nd, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. and from Saturday, 
June 18th to Saturday, September 3rd, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 pm. for a DJ with 
equipment and live bands being able to amplify music. In the event, that the City 
of Port Colborne receives significant noise complaints from the area residents, 
then option 1 as outlined in the report would be implemented. (Every other 
weekend).  
 

The permit is applicable only to the production, reproduction, and amplification of sound 

in connection with these events. 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this report is to allow the applicant to be heard by Council with regard to 

a requested variance from the Noise By-law. The Belmont Bar and Grill (Belmont) is 

requesting a variance from the Noise By-law to allow for music on the patio in the rear 

of their property. 

The noise variance request is for the following dates and times:  

 Friday, May 27th to Friday, September 2nd, from 8:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.; and 
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 Saturday, May 28th to Saturday, September 3rd, from 8:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. for a 

DJ with equipment and live bands be able to amplify music. 

 

Background: 

Noise By-law 4588/119/04 Section 4(3) Schedule 2 (2) states:  

 “No person shall emit or cause to permit the emission of sound resulting: From any act 

listed in Schedule 2 – Prohibitions Time and Place if clearly audible at a point of 

reception; the operation of any electronic device or group of connected electronic 

devices incorporating one or more loudspeakers or other electro mechanical 

transducers, and intended for the production, reproduction or amplification of sound in a 

residential area at any time” 

 

Discussion: 

Staff provided a Public Notice on May 26, 2022, regarding the Belmont’s noise variance 

request. At time of the report, Staff received two responses from the public, one was 

against the noise variance request, and one suggested a modified variance. 

The City of Port Colborne, when considering the request, has an obligation to balance 

the commerce of the business and the peace and enjoyment of the residents in this 

mixed residential/commercial area.  

It was noted that the Belmont advertised and have music playing via amplification, 

however, By-law Services did not receive any complaints, and the Niagara Regional 

Police Services received one complaint regarding noise over the past two weekends. 

Therefore, Staff suggest a compromise to balance both.  

Option 1 

Council approve a temporary noise variance for a period starting Friday, June 17, 2022, 

from 8:00 p.m.to 11:59 p.m. and Saturday, June 18 from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. and 

further that the events may only be held for two weekends per month (every other 

weekend) and that the schedule for the exemption must be provided to the City of Port 

Colborne by June 17, 2022. 

Option 2  

Council approve a temporary noise variance for a period starting Friday, June 17th to 

Friday, September 2nd, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. and from Saturday, June 18th to 

Saturday, September 3rd, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 pm.  
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In the event that complaints are received with regard to either option, Staff will work with 

the Belmont to ensure the concerns are mitigated. In the event the complaints cannot 

be reasonably mitigated, Staff would rescind the noise variance permit.  

 

Internal Consultations: 

Fire Services has no objection to the application for relief from the noise by-law. 

 

Financial Implications: 

There are no financial implications. 

 

Public Engagement:  

The summary of the public notifications is attached as Appendix ‘B’ to this report. 

With little to no responses from the Public Notice, the responses received can be 

summarized as follows 

1. Not in favour of the noise variance application, especially since they went ahead 

without a permit. 

2. Not in favour of outdoor music until 2:00 a.m. but suggest have it until midnight. 

 

Strategic Plan Alignment: 

The initiative contained within this report supports the following pillar(s) of the strategic 

plan: 

 Service and Simplicity - Quality and Innovative Delivery of Customer Services 

 Attracting Business Investment and Tourists to Port Colborne 

 Governance: Communications, Engagement, and Decision-Making 

 

Conclusion: 

That the Council of the Corporation of the City of Port Colborne hereby grant a temporary 
permit to exempt the Belmont from Section 4(3) of By-law 4588/119/04 with the following 
terms and conditions: 
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1. That the temporary noise variance be approved for the period starting Friday, June 
17th to Friday, September 2nd, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. and from Saturday 
June 18th to Saturday September 3rd, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 pm. for a DJ with 
equipment and live bands being able to amplify music. In the event, that the City 
of Port Colborne receives significant noise complaints from the area residents, then 
option 1 would be implemented. (Every other weekend).  
 

2.  The permit is applicable only to the production, reproduction, and amplification of 
sound in connection with these events. 

 

Appendices:  

a. Noise Variance Application for 175 King Street 

b. Public Notice 

c. Public Comments 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherry Hanson 

Manager of By-law Services 

905-835-2900 ext. 210 

Sherry.Hanson@portcolborne.ca 

 

 

Report Approval: 

All reports reviewed and approved by the Department Director and also the City 

Treasurer when relevant. Final review and approval by the Chief Administrative Officer. 
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               PUBLIC NOTICE  
 

Public Notice – Noise Variance 
 
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Port Colborne will be 
holding its regular council meeting and will hear a Noise Variance Request from The 
Belmont Bar and Grill. 

Council Meeting 
Date:     Tuesday, June 14, 2022 
Time:     6:30 p.m. 
Where:  In-person in Council Chambers, 3rd floor City Hall, 66 Charlotte Street 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT The City of Port Colborne has received a noise variance 
application, as per the Noise By-law 4588/119/04 Section 8, Schedule 2, Section 2, 
regarding the amplification of sound with live bands and DJ music with equipment for 
175 King Street, Port Colborne, ON. (The Belmont Bar and Grill) 

DATE/TIME: Every Friday from May 27, 2022 to September 2, 2022, from 8 p.m. to 2 
a.m. and every Saturday from May 28, 2022 to September 3, 2022, from 8 p.m. to 2 
a.m.  

PLACE: The Belmont Bar and Grill,175 King Street, Port Colborne, back outdoor patio 
behind the building. 

TYPE OF VARIANCE: Music - DJ with equipment and live bands. 

The Council meeting agenda package will be posted on our website on Thursday, June 
9, 2022. Alternatively, you can subscribe to have meeting agenda and report sent 
directly to your email inbox on the Thursday prior to the regularly scheduled council 
meeting. 

Any person wishing to submit written comments or objections, please email them to 
bylawenforcement@portcolborne.ca by 12:00 p.m. Friday, June 10, 2022.   

If anyone wishes to participate in the meeting, they must pre-register with the Deputy 
Clerk. Delegation requests to speak to the Noise Variance, must be received by 12 p.m. 
on Friday, June 10, 2022, by emailing deputyclerk@portcolborne.ca or calling 905-835-
2900 x115. Delegates may appear virtually or in person.  Written submissions can also 
be submitted to the mail slot, located at the front-left of City Hall, 66 Charlotte Street. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION related to the proposed noise variance is available by 
calling By-law Services at 905-835-2900 x200 or emailing 
bylawenforcement@portcolborne.ca. 

Dated at the City of Port Colborne on May 26, 2022. 
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